NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION

“I’m building a new home, do | need a home inspection?” is a
question we hear often. People are always surprised when we
answer “YES, you should have FOUR inspections.” People are
familiar with a home inspection for an existing home, and may or
may not be aware of the limitations of a non-invasive home
inspection performed on an existing home. Expensive finishes and
drywall can make finding latent problems very difficult or even
impossible.
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THE 4 STAGES OF A
NEW CONSTRUCTION
HOME INSPECTION

STAGE 1: FOUNDATION INSPECTION

This should occur after footers, foundation walls, framing fasteners,
and below slab plumbing are poured and installed. It should occur
before the slab floor is poured to allow inspection of any plumbing.

STAGE 2: PRE-DRYWALL INSPECTION

This should occur after all framing, plumbing, HVAC, and electrical is
installed. The house should have all nail protection, fire, and
weather sealant/protection in place. This is just before interior
insulation and exterior siding/veneer is installed.

STAGE 3: FINAL INSPECTION

This should occur after all finishes are installed, and systems are
fully functional. This is just before final touch up and walk-through
occurs.

STAGE 4: ELEVEN MONTH WARRANTY INSPECTION

This should occur after a full annual cycle of seasons, and initial
settlement has occurred. All systems should have been operating at
live-loads for an extended period. This inspection is just as thorough
as the final inspection, and will allow any problems that occurred
during this period to be documented and then addressed by the
builders warranty just before it expires.
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